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Marham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Wednesday, 29th July 2015 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall, Marham 

 
 Present: Chairman   Cllr T Hawkins 
    Vice Chairman   Cllr P Walsingham 
    Councillors   Cllr I Barrett 
        Cllr G Bucke 

  Cllr T Harrison 
  Cllr D Hawkins 
  Cllr C Heather 
  Cllr J Hipperson 
  Cllr D Paisley 

    Borough Councillor  Cllr G Hipperson 
    Parish Clerk   Mrs S Porter 
    RAF Representative  Flt Lt G Walker 
    Member(s) of Public  1 
 
801. New Parish Clerk 

The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, introduced Mrs Porter, the newly appointed Parish Clerk, to the Council.  
Mrs Porter had commenced employment on Monday, 27th July 2015. 
 

802. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr J Clarke (work commitment), Cllr J Dowsing (work 
commitment) and Borough Cllr M Howland (work commitment). 
 
The apologies were accepted. 
 

803. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation. 
 

804. Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday, 24th June 2015 
 
Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Walsingham  Seconded – Cllr D Hawkins 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 24th June 2015 (agenda items 780-800) are 
approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
All in favour 
 
The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting. 
 

805. Update on previous minutes (not listed elsewhere on the agenda and for information only) 
There were no matters regarding the previous minutes to report to this meeting. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.20pm. 
 
The member of public did not wish to address the Council. 
 
The Chairman resumed the meeting at 7.20pm. 
 
 
 
 



 

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................                                   (2015) Page 2 of 6 

806. Reports 
 

806.1. Police Report 
There were no police representatives present at the meeting and no prior written report had been 
received. 

 
806.2. Borough Councillor Reports 
Borough Cllr Hipperson reported that the Local Development Framework (LDF) Site Allocations and 
Development Management Policies Document had been submitted to the Secretary of State but had not 
been signed off because of issues raised by the Inspectorate relating to the spatial strategy.  The LDF Task 
Group would be holding two briefing sessions on Wednesday, 5th August 2015; one at 2.00pm and the 
other at 6.00pm.  Two Parish Councillors were invited to attend each session. 
 

Cllr Bucke and the Vice Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, agreed to attend the 6.00pm LDF Task Group briefing 
session. 

 

Borough Cllr Hipperson would forward the Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, full details of the LDF Task Group 
briefing event. 

 
806.3. County Councillor Report 
County Cllr Coke was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received. 

 
806.4. RAF Marham Report 
Flt Lt Walker reported that the Marham Fun Day held on Sunday, 5th July 2015 had gone very well, despite 
the inclement weather.  The event had been held on the Blacktop Car Park, RAF Marham, where a car 
boot, craft stalls and rides were available for people to enjoy.  100 runners had taken part in the RAF Fun 
Run.  The weather for the Marham Families and Friends Day held on Thursday, 23rd July 2015 had been 
much better and the event had proved to be one of the best to date.  Stalls and children’s adventure 
activities were on site, ground and air displays took place and a 40’s themed event took place in the 
evening. 
 
Flt Lt Walker advised that an officer was present at the RAF Marham Community Support Hub every 
Tuesday to engage with parishioners of Marham and provide them with useful information and advice 
and keep them informed of upcoming events.  This was a good way to improve communications and let 
residents know that they were welcome to attend most events as civilians, including the popular cinema 
showings. 
 
The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, confirmed that posters regarding the RAF Marham Community Support 
Hub could be displayed on the Council notice boards.  It was noted that the Proposed and Seconded 
newsletter was due for publication in September 2015 and an advertisement could be placed in that; Cllr 
Bucke would be editing the forthcoming edition and Cllr Clarke would be taking it over after that. 
 

Flt Lt Walker would email Cllr Bucke an article for the next edition of the Proposed and Seconded 
newsletter on the subject of the RAF Marham Community Support Hub. 

 
Flt Lt Walker reported that the former RAF Station Commander, Air Commodore Harvey Smyth, had been 
posted on promotion to RAF High Wycombe and a new Station Commander, Group Captain Rich Davies, 
had taken over this week.  He had already, today, hosted a village run. 
 

Flt Lt Walker would invite the new Station Commander to attend a future meeting of the Council. 

 
Flt Lt Walker wished to express a note of thanks to the local farmer whom had cut the grass along 
Burnthouse Drove. 
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806.5. Parish Councillor Reports 
Cllr Harrison reported that a lid was missing from a dog waste bin near the Chinese restaurant. 
 

Prior to ordering a new lid, it was agreed for Cllr Harrison to check the area to see if it had been thrown 
into nearby bushes and report back at the next meeting. 

 
Cllr Harrison confirmed that signage for the new footpath adjacent to the Chapel bends of The Street had 
not yet been erected because the company originally dealing with this had gone out of business.  Second 
hand posts were currently being made and signs were being reordered from another company. 
 
Flt Lt Walker left the meeting at 7.28pm. 
 

807. Finance 
 

807.1. Approval of finances and payments to be made 
The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, circulated a bank reconciliation and copy of the bank statement for the 
period 29th June 2015 to 28th July 2015.  The closing bank balances are: 
Community account  £58,154.14 (which includes uncleared funds). 
Savings Tracker account  £24,518.02. 
 
Proposed – Cllr Paisley     Seconded – Cllr Heather 
 
That the invoices for payment are issued as detailed on the finance report and the bank reconciliation 
for the period ending 28th July 2015 is signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman, Cllr T 
Hawkins. 
 
All in favour 

  
 The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, duly signed and dated the finance report of this meeting. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, would deal with and issue the invoices for payment. 

 
808. Updates and actions regarding ongoing matters 

 
808.1. Allotments 
The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, reported that all allotment tenancies had been paid. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, would issue receipts for payment to the allotment tenants. 

 
Cllr Barrett advised that the Terms and Conditions may need to be reviewed, together with a 
reassessment of the rental charges, including the rates for water.  The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, 
confirmed that the provision of allotments for the community was not a profit-making facility.  The set up 
costs of the car park and water connection and the annual rental land lease charge of £50.00 to the Poor’s 
Allotment Charity had incurred a higher expenditure than usual, but an income of £320.00 per year from 
the allotment holders would compensate this deficit in time. 
 
808.2. Churchyard 
Cllr Harrison reported that a new roadside kerb would be constructed next to the Church wall as part of 
the match funding from Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme.  Cllr Harrison was the liaison 
official for this project and would be coordinating these works. 
 
Cllr Harrison confirmed that a survey for the dilapidated Church wall and initial estimations regarding the 
total rebuild cost had been competed, subject to receipt of a specification, competitive tenders and a 
Faculty. 
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However, prior to a Faculty being obtained, a Pre-Faculty consultation with Historic England for Churches 
was required.  Cllr Harrison confirmed that he had written to Historic England and was liaising with the 
Church vicar for further information. 
 
808.3. Cemetery 
Cllr D Hawkins reported that Scribe 2000 Cemetery Software had been ordered and paid for and would be 
installed by him shortly.  He confirmed that the excess soil from grave digs was being spread elsewhere in 
the Cemetery.  He was also aware of a sycamore tree growing up through a grave and was currently 
looking into this matter. 
 
808.4. Village Hall 
There was nothing to report to this meeting. 
 
808.5. Pre School 
The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, advised that the storage cupboard of the Marham Village Pre-School had 
been cleared somewhat and would indicate their departure from the Village Hall may be imminent, as it 
was their intention to relocate to another premise.  It was likely that the cessation would be January 
2016, creating a further loss of income for the Village Hall. 
 
808.6. Playground and Playing Field 
Cllr Harrison reported that maintenance at the Playground and Playing Field had been completed today.  
The climbing frame had been repaired under warranty and Cllr Harrison had placed mole traps in the field 
and removed the damaged signs.  The team shelter floor, which currently has algae on it, was to be 
cleaned and repainted. 
 

It was agreed by a show of hands for Cllr Harrison to undertake the cleaning and painting work of the 
team shelter floor in the Playing Field. 

 
Cllr Harrison reported that conditions contained within The Forestry Commission’s felling licence, for the 
trees on the Playing Field, stated that once trees had been felled the Council would have until 30th June 
2022 to replace them with new ones and subsequently maintain them for ten years. 
 
808.7. Community Speed Watch 
Cllr Paisley reported that the Speed Watch team had stood in various parts of the village on different days 
and each area had revealed an average of 10 vehicles speeding per hour.  In total, 49 vehicles had been 
travelling 35-36mph, 44 vehicles at 37mph+ and 1 vehicle had been doing in excess of 70mph.  One 
exercise carried out at Mandalay, The Street, had recorded 33 vehicles speeding in just one hour.  There 
were currently five RAF team members but they were rarely available to help.  Cllr Paisley was currently 
investigating Freedom of Information and Data Protection liabilities with regards to recording speeding 
vehicles. 
 
808.8. SAM2 
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, had circulated the SAM2 graphs for July 2015 to Members prior to 
the meeting.  He reported that 26,800 vehicles had passed through the camera.  The SAM2 camera did 
not require regular calibration as noted in the correspondence received by Westcotec. 
 
808.9. Broadband in Marham 
Cllr D Hawkins reported that Better Broadband for Norfolk, a partnership between Norfolk County Council 
and BT, were on target to achieve high-speed broadband in more than 80% of Norfolk’s premises by early 
2016. 
 
808.10. General Grounds Maintenance 
Cllr Harrison reported that the account for the Norse grounds maintenance contract in 2014/2015 had 
been settled in full. 
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808.11. Street Lights 
Cllr Harrison reported that the contract for the Parish Council street lighting contract was currently held 
with Westcotec Street Lighting Solutions.  There was nothing further to report to this meeting. 
 
808.12. Proposed and Seconded 
Cllr Bucke would be editing the September issue of the Proposed and Seconded newsletter.  Articles 
would need to be submitted to him by Tuesday, 1st September 2015.  It was noted that 435 copies were 
required to be printed. 
 
Borough Cllr Hipperson wished to report that he had received information from Police Connect, a 
messaging service reporting the very latest area policing news, to advise that two thefts had taken place 
in Shouldham.  This was noted. 
 
Borough Cllr Hipperson left the meeting at 8.08pm. 
 

809. Highway matters 
There were no highway matters to report to this meeting. 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8.10pm for an interim break and resumed the meeting at 
8.30pm. 
 

810. Planning 
 
810.1. Planning application 15/01067/F 
4 Cherry Close – 3400mm x 3840mm Edwardian style conservatory to front elevation of property 
There were no objections to this planning application. 
 
810.2. Planning application 15/01129F 
The Gables, The Street – Side and rear extensions 
There were no objections to this planning application. 
 
The Clerk would submit the planning application comments on the Planning Portal of the BCKL&WN 
website. 
 

811. General correspondence 
 The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, reported that an email had been received from the Council’s solicitor, Ward 
Gethin Archer, regarding the unadopted strip of land on Church View next to the Village Hall, which 
Barratt Homes were still in ownership of.  As Barratt Homes no longer wished to maintain this land, it had 
been offered to the Parish Council without charge and with all legal expenses paid for.  This had been 
formally approved by the Parish Council a few months back and the Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, has 
responded to the solicitor advising of the Council’s intention to proceed with the land transfer. 
 

812. BCKL&WN issues 
 The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, reported that the Duty of Care Controlled Waste Transfer Note had been 
signed and returned by her to the BCKL&WN.  

 
813. Norfolk County Council issues 
 There were no Norfolk County Council issues to report to this meeting. 
 
814. Matters to report to the Clerk 

 Cllr Hipperson raised concern that she and Cllr Dowsing had presented their intention to attend a course 
in October 2015 provided by the Norfolk Association of Local Councils (Norfolk ALC). 
 

The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, would forward details of the course to the Clerk and the Clerk would 
contact Norfolk ALC for confirmation of the booking. 
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815. Items for the next agenda 
  
Village Event – Cllr Barrett suggested holding a fun day, car boot, craft fair, fete or other event in 2016 in 
a central location of the village. 
 

Cllr Barrett would submit an article asking for event ideas and volunteers to help coordinate a village 
event to Cllr Bucke for the Proposed and Seconded newsletter. 

 
Cemetery road – It was felt that a full discussion should take place and a feasible action plan established 
with regards to the resurfacing of the Cemetery road. 
 
816.3. Apologies for absence – The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins (holiday), Cllr Dowsing (work 
commitment), Cllr D Hawkins (holiday) and Cllr Hipperson (holiday). 
 

The Clerk would add the business items to the next agenda and record the Councillors’ apologies. 

 
816. To record the date and time of the next Full Council meeting: 

 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Wednesday, 9th September 2015 at 7.15pm in 
the Village Hall. 

  
  
 The Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.41pm. 


