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Marham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Wednesday, 9th September 2015 at 7.15pm in the Village Hall, 

Marham 
 
 Present: Vice Chairman   Cllr P Walsingham 
    Councillors   Cllr I Barrett 
        Cllr G Bucke 

  Cllr T Harrison 
  Cllr C Heather 
  Cllr D Paisley 

    County Councillor  Cllr R Coke 
    Parish Clerk   Mrs S Porter 
    RAF Representative  Flt Lt G Walker 
    RAF Community Development Ms J Newman 
    Mr R Steeles   Bowling Club Chairman 
    Fun Day Committee Members 3 
    Member(s) of Public  2 
 

 
817. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence had been received from the Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins (holiday), Cllr J Clarke (work 
commitment), Cllr J Dowsing (RAF duties), Cllr D Hawkins (holiday) and Cllr J Hipperson (work 
commitment). 
 
The apologies were accepted. 
 
In view of the absence of the Chairman, Cllr T Hawkins, the Vice Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, would be 
chairing the meeting and referred to as the Chairman thereinafter. 
 

818. Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation 
Cllr Barrett declared a pecuniary interest in Item 823.1 (Allotments) including items 823.1.1, 823.1.2 and 
823.1.3. 
 

819. Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meetings 
 
Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Walsingham   Seconded – Cllr Heather 
 
That the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 29th July 2015 (items 801-816) and Thursday, 6th 
August 2015 (items 817-820) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
All in favour 
 
The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meetings. 
 

820. Update on previous minutes (not listed elsewhere on the agenda and for information only) 
Cllr Harrison advised that the Cemetery road should have been included on the agenda for the business of 
this meeting. 
 

The Clerk apologised for the omission and would add the Cemetery road to the next agenda. 

 
Cllr Harrison reported that contact had been made with the landowner regarding the Trod 1 Parish 
Partnership scheme.  The landowner would not personally liaise with anyone; all communication had to 
be dealt with through his own solicitor who was acting with the land agent.  The solicitor had queried the 
construction of the trod and requested £1,000 to cover legal fees from Anglian Water. 
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However, Anglian Water’s solicitor confirmed that the construction plans had already been approved and 
that the legal fees had been settled at £750.00, to which the land agent subsequently agreed.  The land 
agent has since advised that the landowner’s boundary should be fenced when the trod is constructed.  
Negotiations were ongoing. 
 
Cllr Harrison confirmed that the Forestry Commission had sent an approved Felling Licence to fell growing 
trees on the Coronation Playing Field.  The Felling Licence held an expiry date of 4th August 2020.  The 
Licence and supporting documents were handed to the Clerk for retention. 
 
Cllr Harrison reported that he had investigated the area near the Chinese restaurant in which the dog 
waste bin lid was missing but it had not been found. 
 

The replacement cost for a dog bin lid would be £41.96 + VAT.  The Clerk would add this item to the next 
agenda for approval. 

 
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.21pm. 
 
Flt Lt Walker wished to note his apologies for the damage caused to the Village Sign by a member of the 
RAF personnel. 
 
Flt Lt Walker and the three members of the Fun Day Committee presented the Council with a cheque for 
£1,000, this being half of the proceeds made at the Fun Day.  The Councillors and Clerk were invited to 
join them for a press photograph.  Following this, Flt Lt Walker presented his apologies (a further 
presentation was to be made to another organisation) and he and the three Fun Day Committee 
members left the Council chambers at 7.28pm. 
 

The Clerk would send a formal letter of thanks to Flt Lt Walker and the Fun Day Committee for their 
donation of £1,000 to the Parish Council. 

 
One member of public addressed the Council to advise that many pavements in the village were being 
impeded by overgrown vegetation and hanging branches.  Some footpaths, including those towards the 
school in Hayfields and on the Squires Hill bend, were particularly bad. 
 
The Chairman requested that she make details of the problem areas and report the information to the 
Council in order that the Highways Rangers could be informed.  It was also noted that vegetation from 
private land could not be dealt with by Highways. 
 
County Cllr Coke reported that regrettably Norfolk County Council did not have the resources or sufficient 
funds for the upkeep of all paths.  He did note that if footpaths were in a bad condition, these could be 
dealt with under the Parish Partnership Scheme, if the Council wished to bid for this type of project in the 
future. 
The Chairman of the Bowling Club, Mr Steeles, wished to raise concern regarding the recent invoice the 
Club had received for the water rate charges.  The Bowling Club had its own water meter and felt the 
charges should not be split three ways with other organisations.  He advised that the former Chairman of 
the Council, Mr M Inder, had frequently read the water meter on the Club’s behalf and the charges had 
been associated. 
 

Cllr Heather reported that the invoices had been produced in accordance with those issued in previous 
years.  He confirmed that investigations would be made with Mr Inder with regard to the initial 
agreement made with the Bowls Club.  The other two parties to which the bill was split would also be 
looked into.  Cllr Heather would liaise with Mr Steeles once these details had been clarified. 
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Mr Steeles thanked the Council and left the Council chambers at 7.39pm. 
 
The Chairman resumed the meeting at 7.40pm. 
 

821. Reports 
 

821.1. Police Report 
There were no police representatives present at the meeting and no prior written report had been 
received. 

 
821.2. Borough Councillor Reports 
There were no Borough Councillors present at the meeting and no prior written reports had been 
received. 
 
821.3. County Councillor Report 
County Cllr Coke reported that the amnesty events at Recycling Centres were continuing, where certain 
items of household hazardous waste could be disposed of free of charge.  The Willows Business Park in 
King’s Lynn would be operating this event on Saturday, 26th and Sunday, 27th September 2015. 
 
County Cllr Coke further reported that Norfolk County Council Committees were in discussion regarding 
next year’s budget.  The predicted shortfall for the next three years for Norfolk County Council was 
forecast to be £111m although the Council would be modelling its services based on a larger shortfall 
figure of £169m.  Norfolk County Council was having to radically change its role and the way its services 
were delivered.  Since 2011 a savings of £244m had been made, but due to a reduction in funding from 
Central Government, there were increasing pressures.  By 2020 the support grant would be £0.00.  Once 
the budget proposals were made, a period for public consultation would be effected.  A recent policy on 
Devolution could also bring about small savings.  Suggestions had been made about increasing the 
2016/2017 Council Tax charges by a possible 2%, which would generate £6m.  Inefficiencies within the 
County Council and Borough/District Councils were being looked at which included both jobs and services. 
 
It was likely the Government would be asking Norfolk to house Syrian refugees; talks were ongoing with 
the Home Office and other bodies to see how this may be achieved and how it can be paid for.  Norfolk 
County Council was expecting to receive a Ministerial letter explaining how Norfolk would be expected to 
help.  If this was the case, the Government may have to divert money to look after the Syrians.  Money 
would only be made available for the first year from Central Government. 
 
Cllr Harrison enquired whether there was any Government funding available for closed churchyards when 
a Parish Council was not financially capable of funding repairs to existing buildings and walls.  Cllr Harrison 
explained that the Holy Trinity Church wall was in disrepair and needed to be demolished and rebuilt on 
the existing footings at a cost in excess of £100,000.  County Cllr Coke suggested that the Council seek 
financial help from the Norfolk Churches Trust; Cllr Harrison confirmed that they had been approached 
and refused to help.  He further added that none of the lottery funders wished to help, the Bishop of Ely 
had dismissed it and no members of the church would even advise when the churchyard was closed.  The 
Church, being Grade I listed, deems the wall to be Grade I listed as well. 

County Cllr Coke suggested that a letter be written to Henry Bellingham MP asking for help and advice on 
funding and that the BCKL&WN be contacted for information on when the churchyard was closed.  Cllr 
Harrison would send letters to both. 

 
821.4. RAF Marham Report 
The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, advised that Flt Lt Walker had provided a short report confirming that 
construction works to the runways on the base would be commencing this month.  There was nothing 
further to report. 
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821.5. Parish Councillor Reports 
 
Village Sign – Cllr Harrison reported that the Village Sign had been knocked down by a motorist and 
quotations were being sought to restore it. 
 

Cllr Paisley recommended that this accident be reported to Highways to prove that speeding is evident in 
Shouldham Road.  The Clerk would report this incident to Highways. 

 
Local Development Task Group Briefing – The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, reported on the briefing 
session that he and Cllr Bucke had attended on Wednesday, 5th August 2015.  The Planning Inspectorate 
had concluded that the BCKL&WN’s five year land supply could not demonstrate that it had adequate 
stocks of housing land allocations and it was rejected.  Because of this High Court ruling, the Council’s 
Local Plan and other planning policies could not be used as material planning considerations.  Planning 
officers have advised that applications were now set to be considered against national guidelines, rather 
than local, and some schemes which may previously have been deemed unacceptable could now be 
permitted, something developers are already seeking to capitalise on.  There were plans for 5,000 new 
homes in West Norfolk in line with local and national policy and would help meet the lack of a five-year 
housing land supply.  Further details would be available in the spring of 2016. 
 
County Cllr Coke felt that the National Planning Policy Framework had been written in support of 
developers and until that changed there would most certainly always be some disorder in the planning 
decision process. 

 
822. Finance 
 

822.1. Approval of finances and payments to be made 
The Clerk reported that she had completed a full reconciliation for the financial year to period ending 31st 
August 2015 in order to bring the Council accounts up to date.  The Clerk had circulated the bank 
reconciliations and a copy of the payments to be made since the last meeting (Appendix 1). 
 
Proposed – Cllr Harrison    Seconded – Cllr Heather 
 
That the invoices for payment are issued as detailed on the finance report. 
 
All in favour 

  
 822.2. Nomination of Internal Council Auditor 

The Clerk reported that the Governance and Accountability for Local Councils recommended that an 
internal Council auditor be appointed to ensure internal arrangements were being maintained at a level 
consistent with good practice.  This auditor should not be the Chairman. 
 
Proposed – Cllr Bucke     Seconded – Cllr Harrison 
 
That Cllr Heather is appointed as the Internal Council Auditor for 2015/2016 and that an audit is carried 
out on a quarterly basis. 
 
All in favour 

 
 822.3. Requests for Grants and Donations 

  807.3.1. East Anglia’s Children’s Hospice (EACH) 

  807.3.2. The Norfolk Hospice Tapping House 

Copies of the requests for a donation had been circulated with the agenda.   It was agreed to discuss the 
above items en bloc. 
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A short discussion took place and it was agreed to reject the requests for donations to EACH and The 
Norfolk Hospice Tapping House.  It was felt that although they were very worthy causes, the Council’s 
S137 funds should be donated to direct local charities. 
 

823. Updates and actions regarding ongoing matters 
 
823.1. Allotments 
Cllr Barrett had declared a pecuniary interest in this item. 

 
   823.1.1. Rent Review 

 Cllr Barrett reported that the sixteen allotment holders currently paid a £30.00 refundable deposit 
(excluding water fees) and an annual rent of £20.00 which excluded water usage charges.  Cllr Barrett 
noted that the Parish Council was perceived to be making a profit on the allotment rents, when this was a 
not for profit community facility. 
 
It was noted that the set up costs three years ago, including the car park construction and digger hire had 
been a total of £586.20.  These expenses had not yet been recouped by the Council so the perception was 
inaccurate.  A short discussion took place and it was agreed to maintain the rental charge in this financial 
year and reduce it to £15.00 in 2016/2017. 
 
Proposed – Cllr Heather     Seconded – Cllr Bucke 
 
That the allotment rental charges are reduced to £15.00 per annum with effect from 1st April 2016. 
 
For – 5   Against – 0   Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest) 
 

   823.1.2. Insurance Renewal 
 Cllr Barrett reported that the annual insurance expired 30th September 2015.  The current insurance 
provider, Shield Total Insurance, was a bespoke provider of allotment insurance.  The annual premium 
included a 40% discount for the Council being a member of the National Allotment Society, which was 
currently an annual fee of £55.00 + VAT. 
 
Proposed – Cllr Paisley     Seconded – Cllr Bucke 
 
That the Council renews its annual allotment insurance, effective from 1st October 2015, with Shield 
Total Insurance at a cost of £58.59 and renews its membership with the National Allotment Society at a 
cost of £55.00 + VAT. 
 
For – 5   Against – 0   Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest) 
 

823.1.3.  Terms and Conditions 
 Cllr Barrett reported that she had inspected the current Terms and Conditions and confirmed that they 
did need to be updated prior to the invoices being issued for 2016/2017. 
 
Invoices were ordinarily issued to tenants on an annual basis in March/April but due to prior staffing 
issues these had been delayed and would be sent in November 2015.  Invoices for 2016/2017 would 
resume regularity and be issued to tenants in March/April 2016. 
 

Cllr Barrett and the Clerk would review the Terms and Conditions and ensure the invoices were prepared 
in time for issuing to allotment tenants in November 2015. 

 
823.2. Website 
  823.2.1. Items, documents and articles for inclusion 
A short discussion took place and it was felt that a detailed history of the village of Marham should be 
placed on the website. 
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The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, adjourned the meeting in order to allow the members of public to 
address the Council. 

 

One member of public confirmed that she knew people that had extensive knowledge of Marham and 
that she would be prepared to help investigate the history and report back to the Council. 

 

Whilst the meeting was adjourned, the other member of public confirmed that she was a church member 
and would personally write a letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury to express her disappointment in the 
lack of interest the Church of England had shown the Parish Council regarding the restoration of the 
church wall. 

 
The Council thanked both members of public for their kind help and the Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, 
resumed the order of the meeting. 
 
823.3. Churchyard 
This matter had been discussed under item 821.3, County Cllr report.  Cllr Harrison further reported that a 
Pre-Faculty from Historic England for Churches had been returned. 
 
823.4. Cemetery 
There was nothing to report to this meeting. 
 
823.5. Village Hall 
The Clerk reported that no correspondence had been received from the Council’s solicitor, Ward Gethin 
Archer, regarding the Council’s intention to proceed with the land transfer of the unadopted strip of land 
on Church View next to the Village Hall, which Barratt Homes were still in ownership of. 
 

It was agreed for the Clerk to liaise with Cllr T Hawkins upon her return from holiday and pursue a 
response from Ward Gethin Archer solicitors regarding the land transfer of the unadopted strip of land on 
Church View next to the Village Hall. 

 
823.6. Pre School 
Cllr Barrett reported that the yard of the Village Hall was very untidy and would need to be cleared 
without delay after the departure of the Pre-School.  It was noted that no agreements had been signed by 
the Pre-School for the property to be left in the same condition as it was found. 
 

It was agreed for the Clerk to liaise with Cllr T Hawkins upon her return from holiday for an update on the 
Pre-School’s departure from the Village Hall. 

 
823.7. Playground and Playing Field 
Cllr Harrison reported that the Marham Wanderers Football Club had made complaints to the Clerk and 
himself regarding the mowing of the field, which they believed was deficient, and remnants of dead grass 
not being cleared. 
Cllr Harrison had confirmed with Norse Eastern Ltd, the grounds maintenance contractor, that the Playing 
Field was cut six times more than the other green spaces in the village.  The Football Club did advise that 
they would contract an additional company to cut the grass in return for a reduction in their rental 
charges. 
 
A short discussion took place and it was felt that the rent to the Football Club was already very 
competitive; they did not pay for the use of the pavilion, the caretakers’ time or the water rates and their 
rental fees were already very low because the pitch stood on an uneven heritage site, although this was 
aerated and rolled once a year. 
 
It was noted that due to former staffing issues, the Football Club had not been invoiced for at least two 
years. 
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It was agreed for the Clerk, with cooperation from the Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, to investigate when 
the last invoice was sent to the Marham Wanderers Football Club and to bring their account up to date by 
issuing the relevant outstanding invoices to them. 

 

Cllr Barrett reported that the guttering on the sports pavilion was full of weeds and debris.  The Chairman, 
Cllr Walsingham, agreed to clear this. 

 
823.8. Community Speed Watch 
Cllr Paisley reported that the Speed Watch team had recorded 26 vehicles doing 37mph+ and 21 vehicles 
doing 35-36mph.  The team were responsible for 10-11 sites throughout the village and a minimum of 
three people were required to be on duty at any given time. 
 
823.9. SAM2 
The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, had circulated the SAM2 graphs for August 2015 to Members prior to the 
meeting.  He reported that 21,436 vehicles had registered on the camera of which 6833 had been 
travelling at more than 30mph, equating to approximately 32%.  The peak times were 6.00pm-8.00pm for 
high speeding vehicles.   
 

It was noted that the SAM2 graphs should be sent to the Norfolk Safety Camera Partnership for analysis.  
The Clerk would forward these on. 

 
823.10. Broadband in Marham 
There was nothing to report to this meeting. 
 
823.11. General Grounds Maintenance 
Cllr Harrison reported the footpath at the front entrance to the cemetery may need to be added to the 
Norse contract in the future.  This was noted. 
 
823.12. Street Lights 
There was nothing to report to this meeting. 
 
823.13. Proposed and Seconded 
Cllr Bucke reported that the September issue of the Proposed and Seconded (P&S) newsletter had been 
edited and would be eight pages long. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, would send Cllr Bucke a further article for the P&S newsletter and would 
contact Flt Lt Walker for a copy of the photograph taken this evening and invite him to provide a short 
publicity editorial regarding the £1,000 donation. 

The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, adjourned the meeting at 8.50pm for an interim break and resumed the 
meeting at 9.05pm. 
 

824. Highway matters 
Cllr Harrison reported that the drains had been cleared and the gravel removed from Burnthouse Drove.  
Cllr Harrison further reported that Highways had confirmed its responsibility for the maintenance of a 
section of Hoggs Drove and they had subsequently attended and cleared it. 
 

Cllr Harrison would bring a map of Hoggs Drove to the next meeting indicating the part to which Highways 
was responsible for maintaining. 

 
825. Planning 
 

825.1. Planning applications  
There had been no planning applications received at the date of publishing the agenda but the Clerk 
confirmed that a new application had today been received as follows: 
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15/01389/F 
Heimat, Squires Hill – Change of use of existing self-contained detached residential annexe to single 
residential dwelling 
Councillors viewed the planning documents at the meeting.  There were no objections to this planning 
application. 
 

The Clerk would submit the planning application comments on the Planning Portal of the BCKL&WN 
website. 

 
826.2. Planning decisions 
No planning decisions had been received from the BCKL&WN. 
 

826. General correspondence 
Ms J Newman, the RAF Community Development Officer (CDO), introduced herself to the Council and 
explained her role.  For the past two years the post of CDO had been vacant and it was her responsibility 
to develop communities and the lives of people throughout the borough.  Ms Newman would not be able 
to attend all meetings of the Council but would be available for help, advice and support. 
 

It was agreed for the Clerk to make Ms Newman a name card for future meetings. 

 
827. BCKL&WN issues 

 There were no BCKL&WN issues to report to this meeting.  
 
828. Norfolk County Council issues 
 There were no Norfolk County Council issues to report to this meeting. 
 
829. Matters to report to the Clerk 

 Councillors had no matters to report to the Clerk. 
 
830. Items for the next agenda 

  
Cemetery road – This had been noted in item 820.  An action plan needed to be established with regards 
to the resurfacing of the Cemetery road. 
 
Bowls Club Rent Review – Cllr Heather would investigate the initial contract and explore the agreement 
made with Mr Inder in regard to reading the water meters. 
 

The Clerk would add these business items to the next agenda. 

831. To record the date and time of the next Full Council meeting 
 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Wednesday, 21st October 2015 at 7.15pm in the 
Village Hall. 

  
  
 The Chairman, Cllr Walsingham, thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.20pm. 


