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Norfolk Mineral and Waste Plan 
Outline plans have been announced to develop a quarry to extract silica sand between Marham and 
Shouldham.  This is the initial consultation phase and marks the beginning of a long process.  If the 
proposal is accepted by Norfolk County Council, Sibelco, the company seeking to develop the quarry 
will carry out further exploratory work and draw up detailed plans before applying for planning 
permission.  This process could well take two or three years.   At that point a detailed planning 
application will be submitted, which will involve consultation and exhibitions with the relevant 
Parish Councils, residents and other interested parties who will be free to register any comments or 
objections for consideration by the planning committee.  Finally, if planning permission is granted, 
the potential start date is 2027 and it is expected that the site will be in operation for 20 years.  This 
is a “preferred area” and involves a 390 hectare site in total.  However, this includes land which will 
be used as a buffer zone and land that will be used to create screening banks and roadways.  It is 
anticipated that the actual extraction will take place in smaller areas within the overall site, totalling 
215 hectares of land.  Sibelco, the company behind the proposal, operates a number of mineral 
extraction sites within the UK and abroad, including the site at Leziate.  It is expected that the silica 
sand, which will be used to manufacture clear glass products, will be transported to Leziate by 
pipeline, where it will be processed before being transported onwards by rail.  After the removal of 
between 8 and 16 metres of soil covering the sand, it will be extracted by dredging, which means the 
sand will be wet.   
 
More details can be found on the Norfolk County Council website in the Minerals and Waste 
Planning Policies section, listed under new proposals.  Comments on this proposal form question 69 
headed Area Search to Land North of Shouldham.  Following representations to Graham Middleton, 
the deadline has been extended to Friday 17th August.  At this stage comments should be directed 
to Norfolk County Council and to Graham Middleton, a member of Norfolk County Council.  
Comments should be based on sound reasoning such as, “White Clawed Crayfish that breed in the 
River Nar will be at significant risk from this development as ….”, or “There will be a significant 
increase in noise/light pollution/ dust/ traffic movements leading to …..”.  There will be another 
consultation process, open to Parish Councils, residents and others early in 2019 and a third 
opportunity when the planning proposal is submitted.   
 
At a meeting at Shouldham on 6th August concern was expressed at the way this matter had been 
publicised both by the County Council and Marham Parish Council.  It has been suggested that to 
keep people informed on this matter, and indeed anything else concerning Marham that comes to 
the attention of the Parish Council, an e-mail distribution list be set up.  If you would like to join this 
list and receive updates on matters coming to the attention of the Parish Council, please send your 
e-mail address to marhamparishinfo@gmail.com   You will then be added to the list and receive 
updates on a regular basis.  Your e-mail address will be kept confidential, it will only be used for this 
purpose and will not be passed on to anyone else for any other reason.   
 
It was also suggested at the meeting that parishioners may wish to make representation to their 
County Councillor, Cllr Graham Middleton over the way Norfolk County Council publicised this 
matter to local residents.  His e-mail address is graham.middleton.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk.  
 
Another meeting has been arranged with Mike Hurley from Sibelco when Graham Middleton from 
Norfolk County Council will also be present.  It is hoped that Elizabeth Truss MP will also be able to 
attend.  It will take place at Marham Village Hall on Wednesday 3rd October beginning at 7.30pm.  
This is the earliest date that both representatives from Sibelco and Norfolk County Council can 
attend.   
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Pavements 
Work on the new pavements has been going on apace.  The section from the double bend by Chapel 
Farm to Lion Farmhouse is now complete while major excavations are being carried out at the Burnt 
House Drove end of the village.  Road closures are still in place and although they are causing some 
inconvenience they do allow the work to be carried out safely and as quickly as possible. 
 
Community Payback 
The next phase of work from the Community Payback Scheme will take place in October, when the 
village bus shelters will be cleaned and the village benches painted.   
 

Speedwatch 
During the last month, 51 vehicles have been logged at travelling faster than the 30mph 
limit through the village.  Members of the Speedwatch team typically observe traffic for an 
hour a week, which means that the actual number of vehicles speeding through the village 
is much larger.  This presents a potential danger to all of us, so please think about the 
possible consequences of driving too fast and observe the speed limit.  If you feel you can 
give an hour or so a week to join the Speedwatch team, please contact Councillor Dave 
Paisley on 01760 337068. 
 
RAF Marham 
There are now 9 new F35 Lightning aircraft at Marham with no more due to arrive until 
spring of next year.  At present the main runway is closed to allow improvements to take 
place, and so an alternative runway is in use.  This means that the aircraft are following a 
slightly different flight pattern as they circle the airfield.  This is likely to continue for some 
time. 
 
RAF Marham 100 
As I am sure you are aware the RAF was formed 100 years ago this year, and Marham was 
established as one of its first bases.  To mark this, Steve Roberts MBE, the curator of the 
Heritage Centre at RAF Marham, will give a talk entitled From Bi-Planes to Lightnings – 100 
years of RAF Marham, at the Village Hall on the afternoon of Tuesday 16th October.  Watch 
out for posters giving further details. 
 
Allotments 
There are still a number of vacant allotment plots available to rent.  This is an ideal time to 
take one on as there is ample time to prepare them and begin planting ready for a bumper 
harvest next year.  If you are interested, please contact Councillor Inga Barret on 01760 
351911 
 
Bingo 
A Bingo evening will be held at the village hall on Friday 17th August.  Doors open at 6.30.  
More details are on the posters displayed around the village.     
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