
Marham News  -  September 2018 
 
Norfolk Mineral and Waste Plan 
This was discussed at the Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 12th September.  A significant 
number of parishioners attended the meeting, including members from the action group against the 
development, and well over an hour was devoted to public debate.   
In a lively discussion the points raised concerned the timescales and manner in which the public 
were informed.  Some of the main points of concern were: 
 

• The fact that an informal meeting had been held between representatives of the Parish 
Council and Mr M. Hurley of Sibelco, before the Parish Council meeting of 25th July, and 
therefore before the public had a chance to comment.  

• The fact that Parish Council minutes from May 2016 had noted that the discussion of a 
proposal to extract sand had been brought to the attention of the Council and that the 
Council had resolved to take no action. 

• The fact that the Parish Council did not inform the parishioners or call a public meeting as 
soon as the proposal was made known in June 2018.   

• The perception that the Parish Council was slow in informing parishioners of ongoing 
developments within this area and also within other areas. 

 
In response, the Parish Council made the following comments: 
 

• The clerk to the Parish Council first received information relating to the current preferred 
site on 28th June 2018 and informed the Councillors on 29th June 2018. 

• The informal meeting with Mr Hurley was arranged simply to gather facts.  At that point the 
Council knew nothing more than the information contained in the Norfolk County Council 
Mineral and Waste plan, which indicated on pages 223 to 227 that a large site to the north 
of Marham had been identified as a possible quarry site.  This information was in the public 
domain and had been discovered by a member of the Parish Council.  They therefore knew 
no more than any other parishioner. 

• The identification of a possible mineral extraction area discussed at the meeting in May 
2016 concerned a much smaller site centred on Shouldham Warren that was felt would have 
had little or no impact on Marham.   The Parish Council was advised by Kings Lynn Borough 
Council that no action was necessary. 

• The Parish Council did not call a public meeting between finding out about the proposal at 
the very end of June and their regular meeting three weeks later or arrange a leaflet drop.  
This was on the advice of the County Council who informed Marham Parish Council that 
they, the County Council, would contact those houses affected by the proposal and would 
advertise the proposed development in the local press.  However, the Parish Council did 
invite Mr Hurley from Sibelco to their next meeting, held on 25th July, which as is normal, 
was open to the public.  An agenda for that meeting was published in the usual way on the 
website and on various noticeboards around the village.  

 
There has been a recognition that the methods used by the Parish Council to disseminate 
information were not as robust as they could have been.  To remedy this a number of measures 
have been put in place.  
  

▪ A newsletter, (this is number 3), will be published as soon as possible after Parish 
Council meetings.  This will be sent out by e-mail to those people on the e-mail 
distribution list, displayed on noticeboards around the village and the most recent 



edition will be included in Proposed and Seconded which is delivered to every house.  In 
addition, if any urgent or important information comes to the attention of the Parish 
Council, this will be published as soon as is practical as a “News Update” in the same 
way. 

▪ An e-mail distribution list has been set up.  Anyone wishing to join this list should e-mail 
marhamparishinfo@gmail.com.  Their name will be added, and they will receive a 
monthly newsletter, news updates as they arise and Proposed and Seconded on a 
regular basis.  Their e-mail address will remain confidential and will only be used for this 
purpose.    

▪ Full minutes of Parish Council meetings and agendas will continue to be published as 
usual on the website and on noticeboards. 

▪ The Parish Council has arranged two public meetings.  The first is to be held on 
Wednesday 3rd October at 7.30 when County Councillor Graham Middleton and Mr Mike 
Hurley from Sibelco will attend to answer questions.  The second will be on Friday 12th 
October running from 6.30 to 7.30 when Elizabeth Truss MP will attend. 

 
To further enhance the transparency and co-operation between the Parish Council and the Action 
Group: 
 

• At the meeting on 12th September 2018, two councillors, Inga Barrett and Chris Child were 
appointed to liaise with the Action Group.  It is hoped that two representatives from 
Shouldham Parish Council will adopt similar roles.  

• Marham Parish Council placed an item on the agenda for their next meeting on October 24th 
2018 to discuss the setting up of a sub-committee of the Council to deal with this matter. 

• The sum of £1,000 was set aside from Marham Parish Council funds to fund agreed actions 
in relation to the Norfolk Waste and Mineral Plan and the proposed development.  Any 
disbursement will be controlled by the Council finance committee. 

 
Pavements 
Work on the new pavements is now effectively complete giving a very nearly, uninterrupted 
footpath of three miles around the village.  There are still one or two details to sort out, but a 
number of favourable comments have already been received.  Funding is now being sought to create 
pavements alongside the, nearly completed, church wall renovations and to re-surface with smooth 
asphalt the section of pavement between Chapel Farm and Chapel House. 
 
Community Payback 
The next phase of work from the Community Payback Scheme will take place in October, when the 
village bus shelters will be cleaned and the path between Church View and School Lane will again be 
cleared.   
 

Speeding in the Village 
During August the automatic speed camera was placed on Squires Hill.  It recorded 32,667 
vehicles passing, over 30% of which were exceeding the speed limit.   
 
RAF Marham 
Construction work to facilitate the operation of the new Lightning aircraft is continuing at 
RAF Marham.  This is likely to be ongoing for the foreseeable future.   
Teams from the airfield have been active in the village clearing away the ivy on the church 
wall and cleaning the headstones in the cemetery prior to the Remembrance Day parade. 
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Allotments 
There are now only two vacant allotment plots available to rent.  If you have been thinking 
of getting some healthy exercise and at the same time growing produce for next year, don’t 
hesitate any longer. This is an ideal time to take one on as there is ample time to prepare 
and begin planting ready for a bumper harvest next year.  If you are interested, please 
contact Councillor Inga Barret on 07557 351911. 
 
Councillor Vacancy 
A vacancy exists for a Councillor to serve on Marham Parish Council.  Further details can be 
found on the Marham Parish Website but in brief, if you are interested you can apply in 
writing to: The Parish Clerk, Mrs Sara Porter, The Old School House, Stoke Ferry, Kings Lynn 
Norfolk, PE33 9SF by Wednesday 17th October.  Applications will be considered and 
hopefully an individual co-opted onto the Parish Council at the meeting on Wednesday 24th 
October. 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
The Parish Council has organised a number of social events, all of which will be held in the 
village hall.   
 
Family Race Night  Saturday 13th October  
Good fun for all the family.  Monty’s Rolls will be in attendance, so you can buy supper while 
you watch the races.  If you would like to sponsor a horse or even a race, please get in touch 
with Councillor Tina Hawkins (01760 338670) who will be delighted to give you further 
details. 
 
100 Years of RAF Marham Tuesday 16th October 
Starting at 2.30pm Steve Roberts, the curator of the Heritage Centre will give a presentation 
on the last 100 years of RAF Marham.  Tickets cost £2.50 and include refreshments.  Contact 
Chris Child (01760 444112). 
 
Bingo Night   Friday 23rd November 
Following the success of the last Bingo Evening, the Parish Council has arranged another.  
Once again, the ticket price, £7, includes a delicious fish and chip supper.  
 
Christmas Fair   Sunday 9th December 
All the stalls have been booked, in fact there is no more room, so it should prove to be a 
busy event.  We understand that Father Christmas is hoping to find time to put in an 
appearance. 
 
Hope to see you at some or all of these events. 
 
 


