
 

 

Marham News  -  November 2018 
 
Norfolk Mineral and Waste Plan 
It has been announced that the next phase of consultation concerning the Norfolk Mineral and 
Waste Plan will take place in March/April 2019.  This is the second phase of consultation and will 
deal with the preferred options.  Further details can be found through the link below. 
 
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-
partnerships/policies-and-strategies/minerals-and-waste-planning-policies/norfolk-minerals-
and-waste-local-plan-review 

The Catss group are continuing the campaign to stop the quarry. Various requests for funding 
from Marham Parish Council had been submitted by the CATSS group. These were discussed at 
the Parish Council Meeting and legal advice was taken from Norfolk Association of Local 
Councils. Following the advice from NALC Marham Parish Council have agreed to meet a request 
for the funding of promotional clothing and the new web site:  

http://www.norfolkcatss.co.uk/  

This will form part of the £1000 set aside to support the campaign against the proposed quarry.  

Two members of the Parish Council have been invited to the next meeting of the CATSS group. 
They will report back to the other councillors and the matter will be discussed again at the next 
meeting of the council.  

 
Broadband Update 
The two new cabinets on the green at Hillside are set up and ready to receive fibre 
connections to the cabinets and increased speeds throughout the village.  It is anticipated that 
they will become operational before the end of the year.  It is likely that the first residents will 
know of this is when their broadband speed increases, apparently to a minimum of 24 
mbps .  If your computer connection does not appear to have improved and 
your neighbours’ has, then please contact you Internet service provider and the Parish Council, 
who will look into the matter. 
 
Public Rights of Way 
The Parish Council is in the early stages of drawing up a definitive map of footpaths and Public 
Rights of Way throughout the parish.  This will, subject to the normal legal processes, preserve 
access rights along these paths.  The Council has instructed a specialist company to help them in 
this task.  More details as the process moves forward. 
 
Village Sign, Village Map and Bench 
A map of the village, listing all of the houses has been set up just outside the cemetery gates.  
This will no doubt be a great help to all those delivery drivers and visitors who find it difficult to 
find a particular house.  In addition, a new bench to replace the one at the junction of The Street 
and Villebois Road is under construction.  The work involved in both of these projects has been 
considerable and has been undertaken by members of RAF Marham.  All this work enhances our 
village and I am sure that every villager is grateful.   

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/minerals-and-waste-planning-policies/norfolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan-review
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/minerals-and-waste-planning-policies/norfolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan-review
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/minerals-and-waste-planning-policies/norfolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan-review
http://www.norfolkcatss.co.uk/


 

 

After noticing the paint was flaking on the village sign on Millenium Green, it was taken away to 
be repaired.  This work has now been completed and the sign has been returned. 
 
Allotments 
There are still two vacant allotment plots available to rent.  Why not take on one of these plots 
either as a Christmas present or as part of a New Year Resolution to become healthier, more 
environmentally conscious and to eat better. 
If you are interested, please contact Councillor Inga Barret on 07557 351911. 
 
RAF Marham  
Marham Parish Council was delighted to welcome Group Captain Ian Townsend to their meeting 
in November.  Group Captain Townsend explained that life at RAF Marham was extremely busy 
at the moment.  Building works involving 1,200 external contractors and 200 pieces of heavy 
plant machinery are expected to continue into next year.  While this goes on, the Tornado Force 
is being wound down and the new Lightnng Force is taking their place.  Group Captain 
Townsend explained that the last Tornados are expected to leave in March 2019 having been 
present on the base since 1982.  This change has involved the redeployment of all of the 
personnel involved in flying and maintaining the Tornado, along with their families.  At the same 
time, everyone connected with the arrival of the new aircraft, including a significant number of 
American servicemen and women, need to be made welcome and helped settle in their new 
homes.  
The new Lightning aircraft will become operational in the early part of next year.  At first there 
will be a slight drop in the number of individuals working on the base, but this is expected to 
build again to present levels over the next five years.  While more than one front line squadron 
will be based at Marham, there should be a reduction in aircraft flying over the village as 50% of 
the flying will be completed in simulators on the base. 
 
Speedwatch 
Over the past month, over 22,000 vehicles have been recorded passing through the village.  
5,911 of them were travelling faster than 35 mph.  The highest speed recorded was 55mph on 
the road next to The Fox and Hounds.  On a more positive note, overall the traffic passing 
through the village seems to have slowed slightly since the installation of the new pavements.  
Last year 1 in 3 vehicles was exceeding 35mph, while at present it appears to be 1 in 4.  These 
statistics are recorded by the automatic flashing speed sign that is placed in different locations 
throughout he village.  Councillor Paisley and his speedwatch team have also been active over 
the past few weeks and have recorded 32 vehicles exceeding the speed limit.  If you are 
concerned at the speed of some of the vehicles driving through the village and would like to 
play your part in helping to monitor and hopefully remind people of the dangers to our families 
of speeding through residential areas, why not join the speedwatch team.  If you are prepared 
to give up an hour a week, at your convenience, you can play your part in helping to make 
Marham a safer place.  If you are interested, please contact Councillor David Paisley on 01760 
337068. 
 
Planning Matters 
Two planning applications were discussed at the Parish Council Meeting.  The first was a request 
from Anglian Water to install a ground mounted solar pv array and associated equipment.  This 
will be placed behind the waterworks at the bottom of Hoggs Drove.  After discussion, Marham 
Parish Council expressed concern that the southern boundary of the site contained a number of 
mature ash trees that presumably would have to be removed if the site was to work efficiently.   



 

 

The second proposal was for the construction of 7 new residential dwellings on the south side of 
The Street, just to the east of The Chinese Take Away.  The council has lodged an objection to 
this development on the grounds that the site has already been earmarked for a larger 
development of mixed and affordable housing, and it was felt that this is simply “cherry picking” 
the more profitable parts of this larger scheme with no guarantee that the more affordable 
housing would ever be built.   
A third proposal to build a single-story extension for use as a hairdressing salon next to Donatos 
Pizza and Kebab shop has been submitted too late for discussion at this meeting.  
More details of these proposals can be found at: 
 
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/homepage/169/comment_on_a_planning_application 
 
Village Improvements 
Bids have been submitted to Norfolk County Council to improve the pedestrian pathway 
between The Chapel and Chapel Farm and Alongside the newly refurbished Church Wall.  If 
successful the costs of these improvements will be shared equally between the Parish Council 
and Norfolk County Council. 
 
Bingo Night 
The bingo night was a huge success and raised £500 towards the disabled access toilet at 
Marham Village Hall. Thank you to all the helpers and everyone who attended and supported 
this event.  

 
Forthcoming Events 

 
The Parish Council has organised a number of social events to raise funds to benefit the village. 
 
 
Christmas Fair   Sunday 9th December 
All the stalls have been booked, in fact there is no more room, so it should prove to be a busy 
event.  The fair will run from 11.00am to 3.00pm.  We understand that Father Christmas is 
hoping to find time to put in an appearance. 
 
Charity Race Night  Saturday 9th February. 
A Charity race night to raise funds for Macmillan Nurses, Swaffham & Litcham Hospice & 
Marham Village Hall. 
 
Other Dates for your Diary 
Bingo  -  To be held on Friday 22nd March.   
Easter Fete  -  Sunday 7th April 
Fun Day  -  Sunday 9th June 
 
If you have an idea for an event, either to raise funds, a talk which may be of interest, or a 
social event that you feel people might enjoy, please let one of the Parish Councillors know. 

 

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/homepage/169/comment_on_a_planning_application

