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Chairman's Notes
As I sit to write this we seem to have escaped the worst of the British weather this Winter; apart from
the storm surge on 5 Dec that breeched the KL flood barriers, but that was nothing in comparison to the
battering the North and East Norfolk coast took. Then you’re looking at the misery that the South and
West of the country has endured, with the Somerset Levels flooded for weeks on end, and I think we
should count ourselves fortunate that the Environment Agency has such good drainage controls in place
in Norfolk and the Fens. Nevertheless, we should not become complacent and as a Parish Council we will
continue to work to ensure the roads, drains and gullies are maintained by the authorities. You can do
your bit there too; in the first instance by reporting potholes, blocked drains and overgrown hedges and
trees protruding into paths and roads via the Norfolk County Council website or by informing a Parish
Councillor or the Clerk. Photos of the problem at its worst can help us make a case if action is not taken.
I hate to mention it again but dog fouling remains an issue, especially at the bottom of Mill Lane and along
the paths of The Street. Harry's luminous green paint highlights the problem only too well. The PCSOs
now have the power to issue a £75 on the spot fine, please, you know who you are, it is unpleasant,
unhealthy and anti-social and I have no wish to spend the tax revenue on dealing with this in a
sledgehammer manner but if that is what it takes...
The wet and muddy roads are causing cars' reflectors to be obscured which for cars parked on the
highway is a hazard, please take a moment to give them a wipe to ensure cars can see your parked car at
night. This of course only works if you abide by the Highway Code and park in the direction of traffic! A
reminder to those who are parking against the traffic flow and close to junctions, it is not just dangerous
it is illegal (Laws RVLR reg 24 & CUR reg 82(7)).
We are once again a full Council (welcome on board Cllr Inga Barrett) and with a revitalised Village Fun
Day Ctte and an active Poors Trust we should continue to see Marham improve and deliver services and
facilities to the residents. The work that Flt Lt Gary Walker and his Community Team do should not be
forgotten either, they are constantly striving to add to the facilities and services and ask me to
reiterate that much of it is all-inclusive for the whole community. Continuing attendance by residents at
Parish Council meetings is heartening, if there is something you want to air your opinion on or bring to our
attention it is an effective way to do it, either formally at the start of the meeting or informally during
the tea break. Let us know what you think Marham needs or what we can do better (or are doing well).
Altogether we have lots of people working hard to ensure that Marham is a good place to live and be
proud of!
The Borough plan for potential future developments in the village has once again gone quiet but I assure
you we are waiting eagerly for the next stage, if you see or hear something please feel free to check with
the Clerk that we are aware.
There have been a series of thefts and vandalism on the RAF Families estate inc theft of fuel from a car;
please stay aware and ensure as the weather improves you remain conscious of security of your property
and report any suspicious activity to the Police.
Enjoy the Spring!
Mike Inder.
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From the Editor.
There is a maxim that says “Never apologise”. Well I have to! Last issue we
published a letter from Brenda Mitchell in which she told of the support and kindness of
her neighbours, and mentioned one that is having to cope without assistance. In my
editorial I suggested that someone could remedy that situation. Brenda rang me from
hospital during December and as I was out, spent sometime chatting to my wife. She
explained that she had meant a neighbour living in the Midlands from whence she came,
and that a nearby Marham neighbour was getting inundated with unnecessary offers of
help. So my apologies to that good lady, but it is good to know that Marham neighbours
will answer the call when asked. Since Christmas, Brenda has unfortunately succumbed to
her illness, and our condolences and best wishes go to John and his family.
It is good to know that our MPs do keep our interests in mind. Both Elizabeth Truss and
Henry Bellingham have addressed the cost of the dreaded incinerator, and a letter from
them concerning this is published overleaf.
100 years ago the First World War started, and the media are making it a prime
subject. Not to be outdone, your favourite magazine is also providing an article with
particular reference to one Marham resident’s participation. Read the explanatory letter
on page 9, and the article on the subsequent pages.
I am not an enthusiast of exercise! In fact if I can raise my eyelids - that does me for
a week. However, I do appreciate that many of our readers will be, and that really keen
types will even like to perform in the open air. Consequently the idea of having gymnastic
equipment placed in the playing fields will appeal to many, and if you are one of those then
you may like to act on the item at the foot of page 12 and inform the council of your
interest.
David Attwood.
You
can
contact
the
Council
(and the editor) by email to
marhampc@gmail.com, or by writing to your local councillor (addresses on back page), or
by placing a letter in the post box on the front of the village hall.

Next latest date for items for the Summer edition to be received:
1st. June 2014.
"Lexophile" is a word used to describe those that love using words in rather
unique ways, such as "you can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish",
or “to write with a broken pencil is pointless.”
A competition to see who can come up with the best one is held every year.
This year's winning submission is:
“Those who get too big for their pants will be exposed in the end. “
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House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Last week we released estimates of the cost of going ahead with the proposed Waste to Energy Plant at
Saddlebow.
This is an estimate as the County Council has not released the costs or the details of the 23 year contract
to which Norfolk taxpayers have been committed.
The delay in the Secretary of State’s planning decision provides NCC with an opportunity to make this
information public, and we again urge them to do so.
Based on discussions with officers at the county council, it appears that the contract would result in
Norfolk's waste costing approximately £105/tonne in gate fees. This amounts to £411m over the course
of the 23-year contract.
DEFRA figures show that the average gate fee for an incinerator with a capacity between 200kt and
300kt, like that proposed at Saddlebow, is just £78/tonne. In other words, it appears that the contract has
been signed at a very high rate. If the average fee were applied to the Norfolk contract it would cost
£305m over the same period – a reduction of over £100m (see spreadsheet).
There are alternative options which are more cost effective:


There will also be spare capacity at the new incinerator in Suffolk, which is nearing completion.



Waste could be shipped to Amsterdam for £75-85/tonne, or to Peterborough’s Green Energy Parks
for £75/tonne.



The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk have signed a conditional contract for a
recycling plant by Material Works, which recently received £100m funding, and would cost £55/
tonne.

The proposal also comes at a time when our waste habits are changing dramatically. The incinerator was
intended to replace landfill, but the amount of waste West Norfolk sends to landfill is falling by 4% each
year. This is occurring as recycling rates increase by 10% annually. The impact of these trends should
not be underestimated – they were what spurred Defra to withdraw the £169m that it had originally
pledged in financial support.
The long term cost of continuing with the contract which is likely to run into the hundreds of millions is
very large in comparison to the costs of exiting now (estimated £25m).
It is vital that the full cost of the 23 year contract is published by NCC and that it is properly examined
in public whilst it is still possible to change course.
Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Truss MP

Henry Bellingham MP
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Surgery’s New Opening Times:
The surgery is now open at the following times for consulting Doctor Hart:
Mornings : Monday -: Friday 9-10am.
Evenings : Monday : 4-6.00pm.; Wednesday and Thursday : 4.30-6.30pm.
Tuesday and Friday - No evening Surgery.

Dispensary Opening Times:
Mornings : Monday - Friday : 9.00am-12.30pm.
Evenings : Monday : 4-6.pm. ; Wednesday and Thursday 1.30-6.30pm.
Friday : 4.30-6pm. Closed Tuesday evenings.

Well-Woman Clinic: (By appointment with the Nurse)

Tuesdays and Wednesdays : 9-11am; Thursdays 9.15-11.15.
Surgery Phone number: 01760337394. Out of Hours: 111
Note that the Surgery is now Closed on Tuesday afternoons.
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Library.
Normally every 2 weeks on a Monday.
Aston Down, The Street ……... 13.05 - 13.20
Villebois Road ………………... 13.25 - 13.40
Village Hall………... …………. 13.45 - 14.00
Marham School ………………. 14:05 - 14:35
Next Dates

Unfortunately at the time of going to
press, the list of dates from March, has not
been published.

For the latest information go on-line to:
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk and search for ‘mobile library Marham’.
Unfortunately, the exact page seems to change constantly.
Our route is referred to as DOW120.
Do you read Ebooks? Library members can borrow up to 6 books for 3weeks
from http://digitallibrary.norfolk.gov.uk
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Marham Village Hall, School Lane, Marham, PE33 9JA
Email: Ban.tick@hotmail.com
07950753877 (Preschool hours)
07736453647 (Sandra-Manager)

Registered No: 1047412

We are a friendly preschool with places currently available for children from 2years old. We offer funded
places for 2 and 3 years olds.

Our Aim.
We aim to provide a warm, caring, fun atmosphere, where your child may play, socialise and learn to
value other children and adults. They can learn in a safe environment, belong and contribute to a strong
community and work in close partnership with parents and carers.
We place a strong emphasis on

‘PLAY WITH A PURPOSE’
All our staff are fully qualified and experience and hold an up to date CRB/DBS check
*OFSTED registered*
Children in nappies are welcome
Check out our website for more information:

www.marhamvillagepreschool.co.uk

Opening times:
Monday, Tuesday & Fridays 9.00am-2.30pm
Wednesdays and Thursdays 9.00am-1pm

‘Marham Village Preschool is committed to safeguarding & promoting the welfare of children & young people and expects all
staff & volunteer’s to share this commitment’
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Letters.

Mr. Aves memoirs are overleaf.
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Mr. Aves First World War Memoirs.

Continued overleaf.
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Continuation of Mr. Aves First World War Memoirs.

Continued overleaf.
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Continuation of Mr. Aves First World War Memoirs.

Proposal for Outdoor Gym Equipment.
The Parish Council has received a request to provide Outdoor Gym equipment on the
Coronation Playing fields. If you would like to see - and use- such equipment,
please contact a Parish Councillor (details on the back page), and make your feelings
known. Only if there is enough interest can this project be carried forward.
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TINA HAWKINS

STM

Registered Child-Minder

Property Maintenance & Improvements

14, Lime Close
Tel: 01760 338670
Mobile: 07834 948725
Website: www.tinahawkins.co.uk
Child-minding since 1991
OFSTED Registered

PARK HOME SPECIALISTS
The Old Bakery
School Lane
Tel: 01760 338255

References available
Toys to suit all ages

Experienced in all aspects of

Indoor and outdoor play

Park Home refurbishments from

Drop off/pick up for

major renovations to minor repairs

Rainbow, Airfield

Why not give me a try?

and Village pre-school
Cots, pushchair and high-chair
available

A phone call could save you
hundreds of pounds.

For safe, reliable childcare

M Feltham

JEREMY PURCELL

Carpentry/Joinery/Locksmiths
All carpentry works and home

your local

maintenance undertaken.

GARDENER

*Emergency call out service*

HND in Horticulture

Flooring*cupboards*wardrobes*

Mowing, weeding, tidying, planting, pruning, etc.

*extensions*roofs*Kitchens*

‘Your garden…my concern’

*porches*wooden doors*

Preference given to weekly or fortnightly jobs
(but casual work undertaken in winter months)

*Lock replacement*
*all general building work*

No job too small
Tel:01760 337381
Mobile:07948 544248

Free consultation
Phone 01760 338064 6.00pm–7.00pm
If no reply, please leave name, phone number
and request on answer phone
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A woman walked into the Post Office to buy stamps for her
Christmas cards.
“What denomination?” asked the clerk.
“Oh my goodness! Have we come to this?” said the woman.
“Well, give me 50 Baptist and 50 Catholic please!”
*******
Johnny’s new baby brother was screaming his head off.
Johnny asked his mum. “Where’d he come from?”
“He came from Heaven, Johnny.”
“Wow!” replied Johnny, “I can see why they threw him out!”
*******

A new priest was visiting his parishioners. At one house it seemed
obvious that someone was in, but wouldn’t answer the door. Therefore
he took out a card and wrote ”Revelations 3:20” on it and pushed it
through the letterbox.
His card was returned in the offering plate the follow Sunday, on it was
written “Genesis 3:10”.
Reaching for his Bible to check the quotation he burst out laughing.
Revelations 3:20 begins ”Behold I stand at the door and knock!”
Genesis 3:10 reads “I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid
for I was naked.“
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Marham Parish Council
Please note that Parish Council meetings are normally held monthly at 7.15pm with the exception of August and
December when generally, no meetings are held. Members of the public (and the press) are welcome at Parish
Council meetings. Proceedings will be suspended for 15 minutes after the start of each meeting to allow parishioners
and others to speak. Items requiring further discussion by the Parish Council will be minuted and placed on the
agenda for the next Parish Council meeting. Dates of the meetings are posted on the Village Notice Boards, and the
web site.
However, other than with written note taking, no sound, photographic or video recording of the meeting is allowed
without prior consent of the Parish Council.

Parish Council
Chairman: Mike Inder, 4 Lime Close
Tel: 07932 088784
email: chairman.marhampc@gmail.com
Deputy Chair: Tina Hawkins, 14 Lime Close.
Tel: 01760 338670
Cllr: David Attwood, 22 Plumtree Park.
Tel: 01760 338138
Cllr: John Clarke, The Clock House, The Street.
Tel: 07968100359
Cllr: Tony Harrison, Partilyon, The Street.
Tel: 01760 337449
Cllr: Dave Hawkins, 14 Lime Close.
Tel: 01760 338670
Cllr: Paul Walsingham, Little Acorns,
2 Farm Cottage,
The Street. Tel: 01760 339513
Cllr: Harry Jayes, 8 Plumtree Park
Tel: 01760 339688
Cllr: Colin Heather, Holmedale House,
The Street
Tel: 01760 33878
Cllr: Gerry Bucke, Normans Cottage,
The Street.
Tel: 01760 339544
Cllr: Inga-Lucy Barrett,
3 Church View
Tel: 01760 338140
Parish Clerk
Christine Curtis, Greenlea, Raynham Rd.
Helhoughton NR21 7BH
Tel: 01485 528547
email: parishclerk-marham@live.co.uk

Marham Village Hall Contacts
Caretaker: Robert Viggers,
4 Peacehaven Park.
Tel: 01760 337963
Enquiries & Lettings: Nona Bourne,
15 Church View.
Tel: 01760 338144
Borough Councillors
Cllr. Lori Allen: 2 Alpha Cottages, The Green,
Shouldham. PE33 0BY
Tel: 01366 348238
Email: cllr.lori.allen@west-norfolk.gov.uk
Cllr. Michael Howland; 52 Royston Rd. Denver
Downham Market PE38 0DD
Email:
cllr.michael.howland@west-norfolk.gov.uk
County Councillor
Richard Toby Coke: High House, Weasenham
PE32 2SP
Tel: 07717881289
Email: Richard.coke@norfolk.gov.uk
Member of Parliament
Elizabeth Truss MP
The Limes 32 Bridge Street
Thetford
IP24 3AG
Tel: 01842 757345
email: elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk
Police Liaison Officer - PCSO Sophie Watson
PCSO 8426, Watlington SNT,
Norfolk Constabulary,
Downham Market Police Station,
63 London Rd, Downham Market,
PE38 9BQ. Tel: 1014564567
email: sntwatlinton@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
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