
 

Marham Parish Council 

Play Areas re-opening 4th July 2020 following Government guidance 

COVID-19 Risk Assessment 

Dated 6th July 2020 

To be reviewed on a fortnightly basis 

 

 

Introduction 

The Government has announced that playgrounds and outdoor gyms can reopen from 4th July 
2020. 

The approach to risk places emphasis on the user’s own behaviour so that they take responsibility 
for maintaining their own social distancing and cleanliness. 

The purpose of this risk assessment is to identify hazards, who might be affected, the likelihood of 
an event occurring and measures to reduce the severity. 

Play is important to physical and mental health but playgrounds and play equipment are hard to 
keep safe.  The space is often crowded making social distancing hard.  The virus spreads easily 
when people touch contaminated surfaces and then touch their eyes, nose or mouth and it can be 
difficult to keep surfaces clean. 

 

The Action Plan 

The action plan for re-opening the play areas safely include: 

− Carrying out a regular site inspection of all play areas with the inclusion of noting additional 
risks related to Covid-19. 

− Erecting clear and appropriate signage at all sites which highlights the rules to be observed 
(see below). 

− Producing a Risk Assessment to develop a safe management plan for the play areas (see 
below). 

− Consider PPE and other equipment requirements for staff, contractors and Councillors. 

− Publishing this policy on the Council website and other relevant social media platforms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Play Area Signage 

Social distancing 

Following a review of social distancing guidance, 2 metres or 1 metre with risk 
mitigations (where 2 metres is not viable) are acceptable. 

The maximum number of users able to use this play area / court / gym equipment at 
any one time is 6. 

Only 1 family member can accompany a child using this area. 

There is adjacent space for queues to form.  Please be patient whilst waiting to play. 

Cleaning and hygiene 

Scientific advice suggests that the virus can survive for up to several days on some 
hard surfaces.  These risks are reduced when outdoors, where surfaces may be 
subject to UV light and/or rain.  However, the virus could survive long enough on 
frequently used/touched outdoor surfaces to facilitate transmission. 

Effective sanitation must be abided by.  Users, parents, guardians and carers are 
encouraged to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean their own and their 
children’s hands. 

Outdoor gym users are encouraged to bring their own towel and hygiene products 
and wipe down equipment after use. 

Users are reminded not to touch their faces, and to cough or sneeze into a tissue or 
arm when a tissue is not available. 

Users are reminded not to put their mouths on equipment or their hands in their 
mouths. 

Face coverings 

If possible, a face covering should be worn in this area when social distancing isn’t 
possible and where you may come into contact with people you do not normally 
meet. 

Additional measures 

Disposable gloves should be worn to prevent the spread of virus. 

The consumption of food or drink within this play area/court is banned. 

Users, parents, guardians or carers should dispose of all litter including any used 
protective wear such as face coverings or gloves properly in litter bins or taking it 
home where a bin is not provided. Disposable face coverings and gloves cannot be 
recycled. 

Council Inspections 

Fortnightly inspections will continue to be carried out for the purposes of monitoring 

defects.  FENCING, GATES, EQUIPMENT AND LITTER BINS WILL BE SPRAYED WITH 

HOUSEHOLD DISINFECTANT ON A WEEKLY BASIS.  USERS OF THIS AREA DO SO AT 

THEIR OWN RISK. 

 



 

Risk Assessment 

All Areas 

Contact with 
persons 
suffering from 
coronavirus or 
with surfaces 
contaminated 
with COVID-19 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

Notices at each play area will be displayed 
advising people of the measures in place. 

Symptomatic people must follow Government 
guidelines and stay at home. 

5 2 10 

Guidance and recommended risk 
control measures will be sourced 
directly from the GOV.UK website 
wherever possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19- 
guidance-for-managing- 
playgrounds-and-outdoor- 
gyms/covid-19-guidance-for- 
managing-playgrounds-and- 
outdoor-gyms 
 
Control measures will be revised 
and updated regularly when the 
latest Government guidance is 
released. Guidance from NALC and 
Norfolk ALC will also be adhered 
to. 

Social 
Distancing 

Contact with 
persons 
suffering from 
coronavirus or 
with surfaces 
contaminated 
with COVID-19 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

Following a review of social distancing 
guidance, 2 metres or 1 metre with risk 
mitigations (where 2 metres is not viable) are 
acceptable. 

Government regulations prohibit the gathering 
of more than 6 people in an enclosed area.  
The maximum number of users able to use the 
play area/court/gym equipment at any one 
time is 6. 

5 2 10 

Notices have been displayed at all 
play areas to remind people to 
maintain social distancing. 

Advisory maximum numbers of 
users per play area will be 
specified. 

There is sufficient space at all play 
areas for queues to form safely.   

Play Areas re-opening 4th July 2020 following Government guidance 
Play Areas COVID-19 Risk Assessment 

Play Area Locations: Coronation Playing Field; Play Area 
and MUGA 

Date Assessed: 6th July 2020 Assessed by: Inga Barrett, Chairman 

Activity/Task Hazard/Risk Persons at Risk Controls in Place 
Severity 
(1-5) 

Likelihood 
(1-5) 

Risk/ 
Priority 

Additional Controls Required 



 

Only 1 family member can accompany a child 
using this area. 

Those queuing are asked to be patient while 
waiting to play. 

Users should be aware of queues forming and 
consider limiting their time in the play areas. 

Cleaning and 
hygiene 

Safety of 
equipment for 
current and 
future users 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

Scientific advice suggests that the virus can 
survive for up to several days on some hard 
surfaces.  These risks are reduced when 
outdoors, where surfaces may be subject to 
UV light and/or rain.  However, the virus could 
survive long enough on frequently 
used/touched outdoor surfaces to facilitate 
transmission. 

Effective sanitation must be abided by.  Users, 
parents, guardians and carers are encouraged 
to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean 
their own and their children’s hands. 

Outdoor gym users are encouraged to bring 
their own towel and hygiene products and 
wipe down equipment after use. 

Users are reminded not to touch their faces, 
and to cough or sneeze into a tissue or arm 
when a tissue is not available. 

Users are reminded not to put their mouths on 
equipment or their hands in their mouths. 

4 2 8 

Notices have been displayed at all 
play areas to remind people of 
hygiene and sanitation. 

Government advice suggests that 
the infection risk from COVID-19 
following contamination of the 
environment decreases over time.  
It is not yet clear at what point 
there is no risk. 

To prevent the spread of COVID-
19, all surfaces that a person has 
come into contact with must be 
cleaned, including potentially 
contaminated high-contact areas 
such as handles and grab rails. 

Equipment will not be regularly 
cleaned by the Council and the 
signage clearly depicts this. 



 

Personal 
Protective 
Equipment 
(PPE) 

Contact with 
equipment 
and/or furniture 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

If possible, a face covering should be worn 
when social distancing isn’t possible and 
where users may come into contact with 
people they do not normally meet. 

Due to the nature of play equipment, there 
will be a large number of surfaces and high 
contact areas that have the potential to be 
contaminated if used by someone with COVID-
19. 

Disposable gloves should be worn to prevent 
the spread of virus although children under 
the age of 12 should consider not wearing 
gloves as they may reduce grip and if used on 
multiple pieces of equipment could transmit 
the virus. 

3 2 6 

Notices have been displayed at 
all play areas to remind people 
to wear PPE when possible. 

Following the closure of the 
play areas, all equipment and 
furniture has undergone a 
thorough safety inspection. 

 

Personal 
hygiene and 
litter 

Safety of 
equipment for 
current and 
future users 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

The consumption of food and drink is strictly 
prohibited in all play areas. 

All litter including tissues, used protective 
wear such as face coverings or gloves and 
wipes must be safely disposed of in the litter 
bins provided or taken home. 

4 2 8 

Notices have been displayed at 
all play areas to remind people 
to take care when disposing of 
their litter. 

Monitoring Security 

Equipment users, 
staff, Councillors, 
contractors and 
members of the 
public 

CCTV is not in operation and play areas will not 
be policed by the Council. 

3 1 3 

Notices have been displayed at 
all play areas to advise users 
that they do so at their own 
risk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk/Priority Indicator Key 

Severity (Consequence) 

1. Negligible (delay only) 

2. Slight (minor injury / damage / interruption) 

3. Moderate (lost time injury, illness, damage, lost business) 

4. High (major injury / damage, lost time business interruption, 

disablement) 

5. Very High (fatality / business closure) 

 

RISK / PRIORITY INDICATOR MATRIX 

LI
K

EL
IH

O
O

D
 

5 5 10 15 20 25 

4 4 8 12 16 20 

3 3 6 9 12 15 

2 2 4 6 8 10 

1 1 2 3 4 5 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

SEVERITY (CONSEQUENCE) 

 
Likelihood 

1. Improbable / very unlikely 

2. Unlikely 

3. Even chance / may happen 

4. Likely 

5. Almost certain / imminent 

 

  Summary   Suggested Timeframe 

12-25 High As soon as possible 

6-11 Medium Within the next three months 

1-5 Low Whenever viable to do so 

 


